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WHERE WE’VE BEEN:
Marketplace of Ideas  – Alerus Center, Grand Forks –
January 10

KMOT AG Show – State Fair Grounds, Minot –
Janaury 23-25

KFYR Agri-International – Bismarck Civic Center,
Bismarck – February 11-13

BE CAREFUL WITH NEW COWS AND SOWS

UPCOMING EVENTS

• MedCenter One Hospital – Jamestown – March 7

• Valley City Winter Show – March 12-14

• 2002 Annual Dakota Conference on Rural
and Public Health – Holiday Inn, Fargo –
March 20-22

• Time Out for Safety and Health Day Camp –
Mandan – May 11

Cows and sows that have just given birth to new
young need to be treated with more care and respect
than usual. Ewes are generally tame and don’t
present a real threat, but caution is still advised.
First-time mothers frequently are more protective
than those who have gone through the experience
before. The protective, maternal instincts of livestock
must be respected at birthing.

A cow with a new calf presents the most danger
during the first four to five days although this time
can extend up to three or four weeks. First-time
mothers present a greater danger since it is a new
experience for them and they are usually more
nervous about it.

The farm dog is usually well accepted by cattle
except at calving time when a cow with the new calf
will become very defensive. Just having the farm dog
around at calving can raise your risk of injury. The
farm dog should generally be kept away from the
calving area.

The highest risk of injury from a sow with a new
litter is during the first five to ten days after farrow-
ing. A sow that has just given birth to a litter of pigs
should always be considered dangerous at first. The
herdsman will quickly learn which sows are more
trustworthy after farrowing, but he should always be
cautious in the farrowing barn. The use of farrowing
crates can reduce the risk of conflict between man
and sow.

Most sheep are very timid, so there usually is little
danger or risk to adults from ewes that have just
given birth. A small child could be injured by a
temperamental butting ewe, and probably should not
be allowed in the lambing pens anyway.

The cow with a new calf or a sow with a new litter
may charge without warning, from any direction. An
emergency exit or escape route should always be

kept in mind when working with larger livestock
and hogs. Good escapes are under, or over a substan-
tial fence or in a vehicle. Hopping in the box of a
pickup and staying low can be a good escape from
an enraged cow.
Friendliness right after birthing is one of several
good mothering characteristics. Shortage of this
characteristic may be a reason for culling these
animals from the breeding herd. Maintaining a
record of the temperament of the brood animals can
help to insure that calving and farrowing is a
favorable experience for everyone involved.
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Bargain Buyers
Corner . . .

Giveaway
■ Swather lift and tractor lift used in a

Versatile 4WD,  call Steve Hanson
524-1810.

For Sale
■ GB 1000 front end loader, fits 5010,

5020 and 6030 JD tractors, call Dennis
Loewen 752-4327.

A SUCCESS STORY
The AgrAbility In Dakota (AID) program announces another success story.
The AID program is a non profit program that is a free service to all farmers,
ranchers and farm workers with disabilities who want to continue their rural
lives and work in agriculture. Recently, the AgrAbility In Dakota program
addressed Dale Weigum’s need for modified equipment.

Dale Weigum was born in 1943 on a farm near Zap, ND, which his
grandfather had homesteaded in 1902. Dale attended rural grade school and
graduated from Beulah High School. He started farming and ranching in 1963
with his father. In 1965 his father passed away and at that time Dale took over
the family farm. Currently, Dale farms small grains and raises beef cattle.

Dale stated that he began to experience pain in his hip, wrists, and knees,
about ten years ago. His pain was diagnosed as arthritis. Dale lived with the
pain in his hip until he had no other option except to have hip replacement
surgery in 2000. Once Dale was home and had completed his therapy, he
noticed that his mobility was not the same as before the surgery. He stated
that his biggest barrier after his surgery was lifting his legs high enough to get
in and out of the tractor.

Dale read about the AgrAbility In Dakota program in a newspaper article
and called the toll free number. Trina Gress, AID Program Director, scheduled
an on-site visit with Dale on his farm. Trina conducted a consultation and
developed a plan for Dale to continue farming with modifications. The plan
indicated that Dale needed the steps on his three tractors modified, role tarp
on his grain truck, and grain bin lids that could be opened from the ground.
Trina gathered bids from various vendors for all the modifications and
submitted the information Rehabilitation Consulting and Services (RCS) in
Bismarck, ND.

Curt Markel, Consultant, was assigned to work with Dale. Curt completed
an intake then sent Dale the necessary application forms and with in a short
time RCS approved services for Dale. Curt then contacted Dale, developed a
plan for employment and began to contact the vendors. Vendors which
assisted in the modifications included: Ken Keller, owner and operated of 2K
Welding Service, Foxholm, ND; Farmers Union Oil, Mohall, ND; and Bis-
marck Canvas Company, Bismarck, ND.

Today, Dale can easily climb up and down his tractor steps with out pain
and is now able to farm more independently. He does not need someone to
help him roll and unroll his truck tarp or open the grain bin lids anymore,
thanks to the services provided to him from the AgrAbility In Dakota pro-
gram and Rehabilitation Consulting and Services.

Dale stated he appreciated AgrAbility In Dakota taking the time to visit
with him and help him overcome his limitations. He said the assistance he has
received has helped him do his job faster and become more independent.

For more information on this free service call, AgrAbility In Dakota, Trina
Gress, Program Director at 1-800-247-0698 ext. 303.
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