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Federal Expenditures to North Dakota: 2002

Federal dollars flowing into North Dakota, in the form of
federal expenditures, totaled $6.4 billion in 2002,  an 8.5
percent increase from $5.9 billion in 2001. Between 1999 and
2002, federal expenditures increased significantly throughout
the state, 12 percent per year on average (Figure 1). 

Much of this increase can be attributed to agricultural
assistance payments, the largest share of federal monies in
North Dakota. Nearly 29 percent of all federal expenditures
entering North Dakota in 2002 were agricultural assistance
payments, up from 26 percent in 2001 and 17.9 percent in
1999. These payments are included in the ‘Other Direct
Payments’ category in Table 1.  The second largest share of
federal expenditures, 21.5 percent, was paid directly to
individuals for federal retirement and disability payments in
2002, down slightly from 22.7 percent in 2001and 26.9
percent in 1999.

Per capita federal expenditures in North Dakota totaled
$10,151 in 2002, up 7.7 percent from 2001 after adjusting for
inflation. North Dakota ranked 3  in the nation in per capitard

federal expenditures in 2002.  Throughout North Dakota, 2002
per capita federal expenditures ranged from a low of $5,091
in Mercer County to a high of $29,123 in Divide County.  In
addition, 16 North Dakota counties had federal expenditures
of more than $15,000 per person in 2002 (Figure 2).

Data for ‘grants’ represent the federal obligation incurred at the time the grant was awarded.  Therefore the amounts do not
represent actual expenditures. Also, initial amounts may be adjusted through deobligations resulting in negative amounts.
‘Procurement’ refers to governmental purchases and contractual outlays. Examples of ‘other direct payments’ include medicare,
agricultural assistance, insurance premiums for federal employee life and health insurance, housing assistance, food stamps and
unemployment compensation.  Military, postal employee, FBI, and other payroll expenditures are included in the ‘salaries and
wages’ category. 
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Table 1. Federal Government Expenditures to North Dakota Counties: Fiscal Year 2002
Note: *2001 dollars have been inflated to their 2002 values using the Consumer Price Index. NA indicates Not Applicable.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Consolidated Federal Funds Report, http://www.census.gov/govs/www/cffr.html
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North Dakota 6,436,569,978 9,422 10,151 7.7 21.5 41.1 22.1 5.1 10.2

Adams 36,679,052 12,739 14,814 16.3 19.6 49.1 28.5 0.5 2.3

Barnes 149,642,209 10,977 13,307 21.2 20.7 56.9 17.6 1.4 3.4

Benson 140,090,162 17,442 20,306 16.4 9.8 47.7 34.5 3.4 4.6

Billings 7,561,087 14,214 8,980 -36.8 13.6 35.1 29.2 4.4 17.7

Bottineau 101,870,714 13,375 14,807 10.7 19.0 61.9 15.2 0.6 3.3

Bowman 27,419,577 9,435 8,760 -7.2 30.7 46.6 18.4 0.8 3.5

Burke 53,699,337 17,465 25,058 43.5 13.9 69.2 11.8 0.5 4.5

Burleigh 644,506,262 9,160 9,067 -1.0 24.1 13.5 51.5 1.3 9.5

Cass 691,888,797 5,064 5,530 9.2 30.5 22.9 20.3 7.5 18.8

Cavalier 120,897,486 21,945 26,518 20.8 11.0 73.5 13.5 0.4 1.5

Dickey 68,237,665 11,460 12,373 8.0 19.8 66.7 10.5 0.5 2.5

Divide 63,575,463 17,465 29,123 66.7 11.0 51.4 18.1 17.9 1.6

Dunn 25,446,408 7,729 7,184 -7.1 24.2 56.1 13.8 1.4 4.5

Eddy 34,844,982 12,109 13,254 9.5 23.0 60.5 12.3 0.8 3.5

Emmons 49,491,406 11,758 12,056 2.5 22.0 55.0 20.1 0.5 2.3

Foster 64,451,553 15,043 17,883 18.9 15.2 55.5 14.4 12.3 2.5

Golden Valley 24,741,636 12,970 13,491 4.0 22.1 43.9 31.2 0.6 2.1

Grand Forks 541,509,501 7,610 8,341 9.6 18.2 24.3 19.6 14.4 23.5

Grant 30,816,686 11,424 11,435 0.1 22.0 57.7 15.9 0.7 3.8

Griggs 40,578,751 13,698 15,601 13.9 19.2 66.5 10.5 0.7 3.1

Hettinger 40,066,246 15,947 15,410 -3.4 21.1 61.1 14.2 0.5 3.1

Kidder 31,183,563 11,487 12,091 5.3 20.8 61.1 13.2 0.8 4.1

LaMoure 65,580,858 13,826 14,538 5.2 19.4 68.4 8.2 0.6 3.5

Logan 27,885,656 12,370 12,786 3.4 19.7 62.2 14.8 0.6 2.6

McHenry 81,893,198 12,240 14,382 17.5 21.4 53.9 19.7 1.4 3.6

McIntosh 44,489,273 12,459 13,655 9.6 24.5 51.7 20.5 0.5 2.8

McKenzie 44,851,885 7,834 7,858 0.3 23.2 48.7 17.1 5.6 5.3

McLean 132,550,355 13,164 14,716 11.8 20.3 54.1 14.8 6.9 3.9

Mercer 43,483,441 4,905 5,091 3.8 38.2 39.9 16.0 1.1 4.8

Morton 133,516,297 6,159 5,284 -14.2 41.4 31.2 15.1 8.1 4.2

Mountrail 157,409,982 13,027 24,135 85.3 10.5 37.2 22.4 26.5 3.3

Nelson 78,340,506 17,960 23,048 28.3 15.8 68.3 13.2 0.6 2.2

O liver 13,283,027 6,622 6,951 5.0 21.9 59.7 16.7 0.2 1.5

Pembina 127,973,324 12,653 15,474 22.3 17.0 59.1 7.7 10.1 6.2

Pierce 58,367,684 10,788 12,882 19.4 20.0 62.5 14.3 0.4 2.8

Ramsey 152,252,703 13,530 12,953 -4.3 21.2 45.8 24.0 1.9 7.0

Ransom 60,982,222 9,701 10,525 8.5 23.6 60.8 9.2 2.9 3.5

Renville 55,694,284 21,115 21,875 3.6 14.5 67.9 15.4 0.4 1.8

Richland 164,932,537 8,686 9,388 8.1 21.3 55.4 20.1 0.8 2.5

Rolette 166,511,797 13,223 12,064 -8.8 15.4 28.3 36.6 3.1 16.6

Sargent 56,225,519 11,991 13,230 10.3 17.0 66.5 10.5 2.1 3.9

Sheridan 34,285,098 17,546 21,964 25.2 13.4 67.0 18.0 0.3 1.3

Sioux 56,755,590 13,566 13,669 0.8 9.5 29.3 47.0 0.5 13.6

Slope 11,212,881 18,406 15,011 -18.4 9.8 84.0 4.8 0.3 1.0

Stark 120,769,260 5,391 5,453 1.2 40.4 33.9 17.8 1.3 6.5

Steele 42,324,593 17,385 20,222 16.3 13.7 76.3 6.6 1.5 1.9

Stutsman 205,432,974 9,295 9,668 4.0 25.6 40.1 27.2 1.6 5.5

Towner 72,377,831 23,646 26,531 12.2 10.7 70.1 17.2 0.3 1.7

Traill 93,308,329 9,985 11,298 13.1 22.8 61.1 13.0 0.6 2.6

Walsh 132,765,329 10,441 11,083 6.1 23.9 59.3 10.0 3.7 3.1

Ward 564,084,834 9,131 9,874 8.1 24.0 24.1 12.3 9.3 30.2

Wells 94,571,727 15,171 19,596 29.2 16.6 70.1 10.8 0.7 1.8

W illiams 147,624,262 6,402 7,553 18.0 34.4 38.9 21.2 1.8 3.8

Undistributed 205,634,179 NA NA NA 0.3 63.2 36.5 0.0 0.0
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